CHAPTER VI,
THE FRANCO-GERMAN ‘'wag

L g,{::;f of each su?(.:eﬂi.:ling struggle of the natiunsl, with the:

e :}1; and humiliation which overtake one or the 'pther 'I

t the economic crippling and the frightf: ’

rightful loss of life,

comes at least one new lesson f ki
. : or the world to | i

grave I::usme.as of maintaining states, * The Franz?:n{};: .

Hm; pointed out for all who would take the pains to nﬂllt,lian

it war rhu.d cea.sgsd to be the work of paid adventure(::

the citizens of the country involved, a duty not to be dele-

fgﬂﬁf&:}l to irelings but performed in the spirit of self-sacrifice )
1e sake of the nation, One by one the states of the
e

world have made a tardy recognition of the lesson.  That,

reason for her speedy success

_ R, over the armies of

Rﬁ;&iﬂ ﬂ;lhere was no lack of) patriotism umon;:ﬁ:-

oo i,ndiv?:{‘:, :;*a; no {i:ca;,r in the physical or moral fiber

: . renchmen; but the

in the grim: business which they.amair)t::r:srl;?uﬁla:unrf’d
8

premier phrased it “with 5 light heart.” Instead there

was the disastrous necessit i
. ¥ of learning in th
rifles of men who had been long achoniclinin :hifa:ce = t'h&
duty to their country, fim,
The German arm rrbonst haa Vel 1o
er Y evolved by Scharnhorst has
Ef:nticrl::c:fbfﬁ. l;‘x;t a few details might well be udd;tjreai{
¢ Kranco-German war, from th T
. B 1 the young men

A o

arriving at the age of twenty, there were chosen every year
100,000 to form the standing army, where they served for

‘three years.' This number formed but a small part of eiti-

zens reaching military age, but the essential feature of the
system was that service was compulsory and that any one

smight be chosen. Following the service in the standing

army came a second period of four years in the Reserve
‘and’ a third of five years in the Landwehr — in all twelve |
'years, during some part of which the individual received
military  training. In addition to these men so trained,
the government reserved the right to call to the colors in
“time of war any able-bodied man from the age of seventeen '
to that of forty-two. A careful registration was made to-
account for every man who had seen service, equipment

and clothing were kept ready for his use, and orders were @ ' 4

issued informing him in detail of his duty when the call for
mobilization was' issued. The same painstaking care had

‘arranged in time of peace for the mustering of animals, the =
+ .collecting of ‘food and other supplies, the formation<of =
. 'trains —all to'such effect that within a fortnight after the =~ =
formal declaration: of hostilities, the North German Con- = |

federation. mobilized an army of over a million men and
concentrated a full half of them on the Rhine frontier. It
‘was a feal unique in military history.
v Across the Rhine a system of conscription prevailed.
Alarmed by the Prussian success of 1866, the French, in
1868, had passed a new recruiting law whereby members
of the standing armies enlisted for five years and later formed
. Reserve for four years. Military service in France was
at first avoidable by payment, and in later years by substitu-
‘tion. » But this law had not had time to prove its value.
Trained reserves were few and a complete organization had
‘not been worked out for them. The depots which furnished
the arms and equipment were large and {ew in number, so
that erowding and confusion in a time of hurry were unavoid-
able,  There were many cases' where members of the re-
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Confederation against France, ‘yet neither the one party
nor the other gave any intimation of the true state of affairs
to the population of the country at large. On the contrary,
the generals gave out that the army was in a state of com-
plete readiness, and the Emperor himself outlined an inva-
sion of Germany which involved the neutrality, or rather
the inactivity, of Bavaria; Wilrtemburg, and Baden. No
doubt existed in Paris that the war would have a speedy
ending. Everywhere was heard the ery “On to Berlin!”
“'To satisfy the popular demand, activities were begun at
once. Seven army corps, totaling 210,000 men, were rushed
to the frontier before the mobilization was complete, Staffs
had to be formed and skeleton organizations filled in after
the troops had reached their station. Indeed, the French
army may be said to have mobilized on the frontier. In
marked contrast was the German procedure. Each corps
was mobilized in its own district and sent to the frontier
as a unit, complete in men, animals, and equipment.
" The French Army was divided: into two wings: the left,
composed of the 2d, 3d, 4th, 5th, Guard, and 6th (in reserve)
'Corps, numbering 163,000 men, was commanded by the
Emperor in person; the right, consisting of the 1st and 7th
Corps, numbering 47,000 men, was commanded by Marshal
MacMahon. These two armies were later added to until
in the early days of August they totaled 270,000 men.
Their artillery numbered 925 guns. The Emperor’s head-
gquarters ‘'was at St. Avold in Lorraine, MacMahon’s across
the Vosges Mountains at Hagenau, in Alsace., The whole
army was dispersed irregularly along the frontier from Thion-
ville to Strassburg. ~ Within a few days the impossibility
of an aggressive movement became patent to those in com-
mand, and the idea of an invasion of Germany was replaced
by that of moving the armies along the border in the hope
of finding an ideal defensive position. It was the same error
which the Austrians committed before Koniggriitz — the
error of supposing that they could surrender the initiative
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without an effort and yet hope to choose the place of the L iy
deciding contest. - JE R L T e
In response to the restless feeling in Paris, a reconnais-
sance in force was ordered toward Saarbriick, where the,
French, greatly superior in numbers, were successful. They
were able to take the town, but the victory was of no value
to them because in the face of the German armies they
could not cross the Saar. Von Moltke in commenting on
the action says: “France was waiting for a victory; some-
thing had to be done to appease public impatience, so, in
order to do something, the enemy resolved (as is usual,
under such circumstances) on a hostile reconnaissance,
and it may be added, with the usual result.” The French.
had struck in the air without accomplishing any result.
They . had, indeed, launched their only strictly aggressive
move of the war. Thereafter the French were concerned
not with attacking the enemy’s country but with defending
their own. b e : [EE R E o .
Meanwhile, the Germans mobilized and concentrated
on the frontier with but little fear of the French invasion,
They knew that should the Emperor lead his troops across ks I g -
the Rhinesinto South Germany, they would be on his flank _ A
and in a position to strike a dangerous blow at his armies, r
They did fear a vigorous aggressive against their own armies, =
but it was a feeling that soon passed when they learned of
the haphazard way in which France was mobilizing. The
Germans were organized into three armies: the First, ;
under General von Steinmetz, consisting of the st, Tth, and = |
8th Corps, numbering 85,000 men ; the Second, under Prince. !
Frederick Charles, composed of the 2d, 3d, 4th, 9th, 1 10th, 4
Guard, and 12th Corps, numbering 210,000 men ; and the. sl
Third, under the Crown Prince Frederick of Prussia, con- =
stituted of the 5th, 6th, and 11th Corps, the 1st and 2d
Bavarian Corps, and the Wiirtemburg and Baden divisions,
numbering 180,000 men. Thus against France's 270,000 5 4 :
men and 925 guns were arrayed the German armies of : : ||
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475,000 and 1584 guns /The First army concentrated on

‘the German right with'the Second on its left : they were to il

invade Lorraine, The Third army was on the left of t.ha
lme it was to invade Alsace.

'The German plan cuntemplated as ils general objective '
the city of Paris, but because two French armies lay between
him and the French capital, von Moltke did not look beyond
his first meeting with those armies. He knew that the cap-
ture "of Paris, while it would give him an immense moral

victory, would not affect the outcome of the war. France’s 4y

real strength was in ‘her 'armies. To crush those armies
was to paralyze France's resistance and leave the way open

to’ Paris, " 'Von' Moltke's' special objective, therefore, was . W

the army of the Emperor. He knew of the division into
two commands, one in'Lorraine, the other in Alsace, and
arranged his own forces accordingly. The First army on
the right, and the Second on its immediate left, were to op-
pose ‘Napoleon in Lorraine ; the Third army was to operate

against . MacMahon ' across the Vosges in Alsace. The
“orders to all were the same: first defeat the army in front

of you, then march on Paris. Viewed thus without the
details of the campaign, the plan seems simple. It was

- simple, but it'was successful. The Third army defeated
Max:Mahun at 'Worth; ‘the First and Second defeated
. .Napoleon’s armies about Metz; portions of all three united

to crush MacMa.hon at Sedan, and the victors of S&dan_

' .. marched on Paris. -

Because ‘the' Thlrd.ann:,r s task of passing through the'

- Vosges Mountains' would retard it, and because its route =
“to'Parisiwas the longest, it was put in motion first, on the i

4th of August, 1870." Two days later it encountered Mac-

Mahon's forces'in the first of the great battles of the war, 3
‘that of Wisrth. ' The French First Corps under MacMahon =

occupied the heights on the right bank of the Sauer River.

‘Against: it before the day was ended was hurled practically '

all' of the 8d German Army. MacMahon attempted to
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reénforce by ordering divisions from the 5th and 7th Corps,
but only one division arrived in time to assist in the battle.
At nightfall the defeated French retired in confusion upon
Lunéville, leaving the passes of the Vosges Mountains
unguarded, and, except for the fortified towns, abandoning
the province of Alsace to the enemy. , i

On the same day the advancing 1st and 2d German
armies encountered the 2d French Corps at Spicheren and
in a prolonged action defeated it, although it was 'later
supported by the 3d, 4th, and 5th Corps. The battle was

unexpected by the Germans, but the brigade and division

commanders hurried their troops to the sound of firing to
such good effect that they were able greatly to outnumber
the French. This constant arrival of new organizations
operated to change the commander of the battle three times
during the day, but such was the German organization
that no confusion resulted therefrom. ' : el

Thus, by night of August 7, the French had been de-

feated at both ends of their line, their flanks had been pushed
back, and their commanders had been thrown into consterna~"
tion by the double defeat. No plan of resisting the invader
seemed possible now other than abandoning the frontier
and withdrawing to the line of the Moselle River. The
2d, 8d, 4th, and Guard Corps retreated to Metz where they
were joined by the 6th, and the army of MacMahon with the.
5th Corps withdrew as far as Chélons, where a new corps,
the 12th, was added. Marshal Bagzaine replaced the Em-
peror in executive command of the army of the Rhine.

As soon as von Moltke had reéstablished communica-
tions between his armies he gave orders for a general ad--
vance on the Moselle, directing the 2d Army (less the 3d
Corps) to march on Pont-a-Mousson, and the 1st Army to
follow to the right and rear of the 2d. ' The 8d Corps was
to follow the St. Avold-Metz road and maintain touch with
the French. On the 10th of August this corps encountered
the French army under Bazaine. Von Moltke, knowing
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d not resist an entire army, halted lth; .
started the remainder on a great whe
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t‘r::::ftle Before these orders cuulfl be effec_t,e ';ld R
treu:t. of the French caused their re;lucutﬁun, i
91 i the Moselle.
tarted their mu,rchtu_ : gust
'f;ﬂ %i::;;s :Iﬂce more changed his mPltml E::l Sgsz\:lr&n;;‘:m
i i
tand in front of Metz. For ih ;
» mﬁ:hﬁ:: gave the order for the wheeling lmuve:ﬁt
Vﬂﬂb ing all his troops into action. At (.3010111 :ﬁilFremh
P ig east of Metz, contact was mta't?hshed., s
e d all day a battle continued in Wi

fight, an t N
g;:;inf 'I:rErely held their ground. At its conclusion

Metz forts.

ithdrew to the cover of the : = "

FI‘;T";:: :n:.:.li?le of Colombey, though really mdef;.::;, .:.1:“-
i i f victory with the [ren}mns.‘

- EEP;?H t?:l{:;lr :rn,nquished foe as retreating with all speed

ceive

Verdun, and they pressed forward anxiously to over
upon .

i i t the Moselle, on the
take and destroy him. Arrived a g

i sk Charles order
t, Prince Frederick L
s ﬁulfv;if:‘:en to march with the 3d C-::-.rps on Mm:;::
Tou Here, on the 16th, the unsuspecting COrps gy
Tt::lllr{ier cmn:: full on the French army. Ho;l:-:-ng E f]ﬂay e
hi i ind to attac
i he made up his mun
?fm:’;ﬁ-ﬁ?:s s;;sm.ia, and pushed his Purpa ff;};:rzﬁ.mﬂllgl:ﬁ
tions o
he was suppnrted by por m
Hé::m];uc't':;t he was still hopelessly outnumberfd, ;:;::ime_
hml;l: EJEE[!. overwhelmed. This was the battle 0
la-Tour. : | .
Mﬁﬁ 'cl.:;eI:mming, von Alvensleben’s tilxlmuatei ;r?zfs ;]:at
irmi dvanecing and prepa
e F?ic?la;l‘;lx;mr;zt:nce. But the French demonstra-
geeme

’s Wi 3 ' hile,
tion was only to cover their army s withdrawal. Meanw

1 d the King had
i i harles, von Moltke, an
P“f‘“‘-‘* mel{::cﬁtlf o;;aLtle. Tteinforcements :.vere nrde:-re{:i
anave:]ilzn{}ermuna prep to redeem their strategic
an ared

L

that one corps coul
right of his line and




]

146 THE HISTORY OF EUROPE
blunder. By the afternoon of the 17th of August, von
Moltke was certain that Bazaine had drawn up for battle
on the line of St. Privat-Gravelotte, his left flank resting
on the fortress of Metz. Had the German chief been op-
posed by a commander as active and vigorous as himself,
he would have been in grave danger. For Bazaine was
on the German flank and might have made a swift march
to the southeast where, by throwing out flank and rear
guards to hold the 1st German army, he might have de-
stroyed von Moltke’s lines of communication. This ma-
neuver, successfully carried out, though it might not have
affected the result of the campaign, would .at least have
severely hampered the invader. Bazaine, however, knew
that his staff was incapable of this brilliant but difficult
feat, and prepared merely for a defensive in front of Metz,
And von Moltke, too, knew the French staff so well that
he gave no thought to his communications but prepared
at once to destroy Bazaine’s army. _

The marshal had taken up a strong position along a ridge
running almost due north from the Moselle.
southern half runs the Mance River in a deep wooded ravine.
Beyond the “source of the Mance the ridge slopes away,
open and rolling, toward the Or At intervals along the
ridge are the villages of Gravelotte, Armanvillers, St. Privat,
and Roncourt. The 2d, 8d, 4th, and 6th Corps in order
from left to right held the ridge, while the Guard Corps
was held in reserve behind the left of the line. This disposi-
tion was the weakness of Bazaine’s position. His left was
naturally strong, but because of small engagements on
that flank on the afternoon of the 17th, he feared for that
portion of his line, and in consequence left the right in the
air. Had he placed his cavalry there in support, or had
the 6th corps been furnished with tools wherewith to en-
trench, the outcome of the battle would unquestionably
have been different. Von Moltke himself recognized this

fact when he spoke of the position as being *“almost impreg-

Along the

W lhrws Eagrurieg o, M E l

g4 8
== E 1]
1 £ ] e :
- - &
a__ —— W ‘n .‘?
Bllsnd uip GaW02 %h ) o ...-.-'.--"“"
S S BNV 92
| Yo i N B S
"o ook e LAlE P
\ AN S T W ’
Gl i i *‘i?’ % 'S
I '\ \‘;\\ Ef 4.7:,%& M
\ \ e ---33'0";'!1r
\‘-.,_ \ b Gy ¢
. N \\i N
:’1 =) = b g .—-*-"X\ - =
" fow
= -,
= e & \'\
B g "’
i : =
QB s :
3t -
“ B
152
ga - e
E r lE




'THE FRANCO-GERMAN WAR ' 147

nable,” and he saw too that this weakness on the right made
success possible, for he says, “the French left wing could
not be shaken even by the most devoted bravery and the
greatest sacrifices.” DBut even with success for Bazaine
in the battle, unless it was followed by the utter rout of the

Germans — an improbable contingency — the strategic vie-

tory was von Moltke's, for he had maneuvered the French
into a position where he stood between them and their
capital, and from which retreat was impossible, once they
had accepted the challenge to fight.

At noon on the 18th of August, the 9th German Corps
opened the battle by an attack on the French line at Verne-
ville. Von Moltke's cavalry reconnaissance had not deter-
mined the extent of the hostile line and it was believed that
the right of Bazaine’s army was at Armanvillers. The error
was soon discovered, the 10th and Guard corps were deployed
on the left of the 9th, while the 12th Corps was given the
task of trying to turn the French right. It was not until
four in the afternocon that the Germans learned that Ron-
court was the extreme flank, whereupon the 12th corps
had to be sent still farther north. At five o'clock, the
commander of the German Guard Corps, fearing that dark-

ness would leave the battle undecided, began an attack on

the 6th French Corps at St. Privat. At first he was repulsed
with a loss of 6000 men in ten minutes, but almost immedi-

ately the artillery of the 9th and 10th Corps centered on e

St. Privat, and, timing his advance with that of the attack
on Roncourt by the 12th Corps, the guard commander made
a second attempt on St. Privat, and this time pushed home

his assault.  The successful capture of 5t. Privat and Ron-

court crumpled the 6th French Corps, which fell back into
. disarray, leaving the flank of the 4th Corps unprotected.
Though firing kept up on the left of the French line, where
the French had easily held their positions, the collapse of
- the 6th Corps meant the ending of the battle.

Under cover of the night Bazaine withdrew his forces
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;within the quls_of the fortress at Metz, and when morning
})T-nke. though his troops were safe for the time being, they
1.;(.1 ceased to exist as a mobile army. Von Moltke at
ntu,_e‘furmc-fl the Guard, 4th and 12th Corps and two cavalry
dl:w.qmns (in alI. 90,000 men) into the 4th Army or Army
:]f 1;;: EIIH;S;IWIEJE which he immediately set out in pursuit
i Hlarshal MacMahon. The remainin :
left under Prince Fr i anks, e ool
prE ederick Charles to invest the fortress
. Meanwlji]e, MacMahon had assembled his army of four
::.ml'j:-s lu,t Chalons, _Here in a conference with the Emperor
dw‘.:ni 1ad left Bazaine before Gravelotte-St. Privat) it was
i'[-".;,l ed to march t,he army to Paris and prepare for the
:’.l. a:rnse of the capital, Immediately after Bazaine’s dis-
.u.st.i_r there came a peremptory demand from Paris in the
:;mc of the Empress that an advance be made toward
i :etz for the purpose of ‘felieving Bazaine’s army. There
were many things to influence Marshal MacMahon’s de
cision, ][-[LE knew that the Crown Prinee’s army was udv;m{::
::.u.; ?:1. Paris. If he should nieet and defeat it, his success
I}::u .unI:,r gihcek I.hn.: Germans temporarily, and he ran
,..{.I| . i::;.ul. d;ng'i-.r ;:f being himself annihilated, If he should
wreat on Puri, he would then have Lhe best iti
: ! opport
fon 5; iuccessf "il encounter with the enemy, but stIuI:h l:l. ::::t;::
would mean the abandoning of Bagaj ' i
and it would ensure the ove rth i M ot
srthrow of the Napol
by the now infuriated Papisi i e
. arisians,  Politics rather th
military necessity carried tl s
iy sy 1e day, and MacMahon started
fn:}]m]}“f;:fﬂ of t;n:!:-ch f}vaa determined by a communication
azaine e effect .that he hoped to b
the hostile investing [ : T e
_ g lines around Mety and make hi
:1:.0 tP;:trm fl}gl w:y of Montmédy, The ,Gm'mans we:::: :?1{
ertam of MacMahon's exact positj b
he had abandoned Cl Sl S Ansiehecce
; d Chélons for Rheims and i
. accord
the latter town, was selected as their objective Unmﬁii
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afternoon of August 25 they received definite information
that he was moving eastward, apparently to succor Bazaine,
and accordingly von Moltke issued orders which changed
the front of the advancing 3d and 4th armies from west
to north. A decisive battle was imminent and von Moltke
meant to have all the troops available to insure a victory.
Steadily MacMahon continued his march, urged on by
insistent demands from Paris. Wrong though he was in
heeding them, one must not use them to account for all
his mistakes. A great factor in his defeat was that he
employed only one cavalry division for reconnaissance and
that on his northern flank, when he and every private in
his army knew that the enemy was on the southern flank.
Efficient cavalry employed on the right could have foretold
his ultimate defeat.

The two armies came together on August 29 in a minor
engagement at Nouart, and on the following day the 5th
French Corps at Beaumont was surprised and badly beaten
by the Army of the Meuse. MacMahon, learning at last
that his continued march to Metz was impossible, began a
hasty retreat down the Meuse, the Germans close behind
him. Iis route lay toward Sedan, a fortress town only
gseven miles from the DBelgian frontier. With a neutral
country to the north and the German armies to the south-
east, south, and southwest, there was only one avenue of
escape from Sedan, the northwestern route by way of Mezi-
éres, There was desultory fighting all day of August 31,
and nightfall found MacMahon’s troops clustered around
Sedan, anxiously awaiting the action of the morrow which
was destined to be the last.

Von Moltke laid his nets with his customary skill. The
8d Army was ordered to move to the westward to prevent
the withdrawal by way of Meziéres. The Army of the
Meuse was given the task of the direct attack. Specifically,
the corps orders were as follows : for the 3d Army, the 11th
Corps to move on Vrigne and later to deploy on the line
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St. Menges-Fleigneux; 5th Corps to follow and join the
11th; 1st Bavarian Corps to cross the Meuse and take up s
a position before Bazeilles; 2d Bavarian Corps to occupy - - - - T -]
the heights of Wadelincourt and Frenois, and shell the

enemy from the rear: for the Army of the Meuse, 4th Corps - & = - g
to take up a position in front of La Moncelle; 12th Corps 4 7 'égn- 52 E
to prolong its line north past Daigny; Guard Corps to move 1 E ad o
toward Givonne, and connect with the 11th or 5th Corps 5= EE £ 5
(3d army) as soon as possible. B R § £
The battle field in shape is a rough. triangle with the E e |

Meuse river for its Base, and the ravines of Illy and Givonne
Creeks for sides. Along the banks of these creeks were the
defensive positions which the French took up on the night of T S,
August 81, the 12th Corps from Bazeilles to Daigny, the
Ist on its left as far as Givonne, the 7th on the Illy between
the village of that name and Floing, The 5th Corps was
held in reserve close @ the fortress. Opposite all of these
positions there is high ground suitable for attacking artillery,
and the approaches to them give plenty of cover. Both
of the French lines were in strong natural positions, with
good cover for reserves, but without sufficient depth—a slight |
reversal crowded them back upon the fortress of Sedan. '
At half-past four on the morning of September 1, the
1st Bavarian Corps began the attack on Bazeilles, and
shortly thereafter the 4th Corps took up the attack in front
of Moncelle and Daigny. Marshal MacMahon was seri-
ously wounded in the attack on Moncelle, and upon leaving
the field turned over the command to General Ducrot. .

g
&
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The new commanding officer scented defeat and at once iy Il
ordered a withdrawal of the st and 12th Corps. As this :
movement was being undertaken, the command again ] 2
changed hands, passing’ this time to General Wimpflen, who e 1

immediately countermanded the order and directed a re-
newal of the fight. The struggle for Bazeilles was con-
tinued, but before noon the French were obliged to abandon = ¢
it and withdraw on Balan. At the same time the Prussian :
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Guard Corps joined hands with the 5th German Corps to.

the north of Sedan, whereupon the attack upon the Illy,
-which had been steadily growing hotter, became overpower-

ing, and little by little the 7th French Corps was forced back
toward Sedan. ' :

The German ring about the French army was now com-
plete. " Hope of retreating by way of Meziéres had long
been given up and as the afternoon wore away the approach-

ing disaster became more and more apparent. By three °°

o’clock the Emperor was in favor of surrendering in order
that lives might be saved, for he knew now that the struggle

was hopeless. General Wimpffen, however, representing .

the hot- and empty-headed war ministry in Paris, would
not hear of such a course, and, gathering what men he could,
tried to force a way through the German lines to the south-
east. The attempt was brave, but suicidal. It met, as
it could meet, only with failure, and the French hoisted the
white flag in token of complete surrender. The following -
day they signed the capitulation which gave to the Ger- .
mans 80,000 prisoners. . Among them was the Emperor of
France. 4t ; ;

The battle of Sedan broke the backbone of French resist-

ance. Wiorth, Spicheren, Gravelotte, Sedan coming in

quick succession had paralyzed one army and destroyed
the other. Bazaine, surrounded by the enemy in Metz,
could be depended upon for no further assistance. His
opportunity of breaking out had long gone by, if indeed -
it had ever existed, In Strassburg, in Toul, in Belfort,
other French forces were held immobile by the troops of
King William. In various parts of France frenzied efforts
were being made to raise and equip armies wherewith to
continue resistance, but the attempt was a tardy one.
Catastrophe had already overtaken France. Von Moltke
had accomplished the first part of his plan, the destruction

~of the opposing armies, and was now ready to undertake ;

the second part.  Sedan had cleared the road to Paris.
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The German armies now advanced on the capital, encoun-
tering only one check in the shape of Vinoy's corps which
had reached Sedan too late to take part. The city was
reached on September 19, The defeat of General Ducrot’s
forces near Versailles left the Germans free to invest Paris,
and within two days they had arranged their troops for
the approaching siege. The capitulation within a few days
of Toul and Strassburg, the former an essential point on
the line of communications, left the roads clear from Paris
to Berlin, and at once von Moltke began moving material
for the siege. Late in October the surrender of Metz, with
all the armies and supplies contained in it, assured the safety
of the armies before Paris, and left von Moltke free to give
his attention to the besieged city.

There is not space here to give the details of the siege.
General Trochu, who commanded the defenders, had 400,000
men in his forces, but they were mostly raw undisciplined
recruits of a revolutionary type; several times they were
on the edge of revolt. Over such as these the trained Ger-
man troops had an immense superiority which they main-
tained throughout the siege. Despite the many gallant
sorties and the heroic work of her defenders, Paris was
unable to rid herself of her enemy, and on January 27, 1871,
agreed on an armistice, which ended in capitulation.

Outside in several quarters of France was being waged
the * People’s War™ directed by the indefatigable Gambetta,
But these armies, too, were “‘pushed raw to the battle,”
and one by one came to melancholy ends. Never was a
braver resistance than was made by these citizen armies
of France, but never was a more hopeless one. When Paris
fell, hope for France died, and reluctantly the people gave
up the struggle and turned their attention to bearing the
burden imposed upon defeated France.

Bismarck’s politics ean receive no clearer illustration
than by comparing the actions of the victorious armies in
Vienna in 1866 and in Paris in 1870. Austria, whom he
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was spared the humiliation Df_huving
conguering army march through her capital. Hut_ ﬂle
Il:‘rt:nur:ht whom he designed to humiliate as deu{:ly as l}usmhe;i
G i i marche
triumphant battalions
were forced to see the _ e
gu
h the streets of Paris, and to feel a
;1]::\?: Eelt when, to grace & triumph, he was forced to parade

in chains through the streels of Rome. Every effort was

made to sooth Austria: every effort was made to irritate

France. The success was complete, for within a few years
Aus'tris; was joined in close alliance to her former e}:;:;ny&
a.mi in France there was apparent that growing re

which at last culminated in the horror of 1914.

desired as an ally,




